ANIMISM
to man himself, we have the
5. Natural-ism ; or  evidence of Mr. Risley, an expert in
of Power anthropology,   gathered  from   extant Everywhere. pe0pies on a very jow plane, and there-
fore of supreme value in any attempt to assume what was the attitude of man at his lowest.   In trying to find out what " the jungle dwellers in Chota Nagpur really believe," Mr. Risley tells 14 us that he was led "to the negative conclusion that in most cases the indefinite something which they fear and attempt to propitiate is not a person at all in any sense of the word.   If one must state the case in positive terms, I should say that the idea which lies at the root of their religion is that of power, or rather of many powers.    What the Animist worships and seeks by all means to influence   and   conciliate   is   the   shifting   and shadowy company of unknown powers  or influences making for evil rather than for good, which  resides  in  the  primeval forest,   in  the crumbling hills,  in  the  rushing river,  in  the spreading tree;   which gives its spring to the tiger, its venom to the snake, which generates
14 Census of India   (1901), vol. L part 1, pp. (Calcutta, 1903).
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